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Years 7 – 9 Reports

From September 2015, the Government introduced a new grading system for GCSEs  based on a number system from 1 to 9.

Brannel School uses this new grading system in Years 7 – 9 and students are set Minimum Expected Grades in each of their subjects using these GCSE grades. These targets are ambitious but achievable and are generated for each student based on their KS2 scores in the national tests at the end of Year 6. For English and Maths, these are based on a student’s level in either Reading or Maths and for every other subject, they are based on an average of these levels. The minimum expected grades are designed to enable students to make good progress in their learning and achievement over their five years at secondary school. Where students make even better progress along the way, teachers can raise these grades to enable them to continue to aim high and achieve their full potential.

An expected progress pathway is set from a student’s KS2 score to the minimum expected grade, allowing for interim targets to be generated for each year and students are assessed regularly using the numbered GCSE grades (see below).
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(Showing Expected Progress pathways from KS2 to GCSE)

We have broken these numbered grades into three parts to make our own assessment and reporting more accurate and precise as follows:

+
Secure, working towards the next grade

=
Secure at that grade

-
insecure, with the possibility of falling to the grade below

Using these grades, each term we report a student’s attainment, allowing us to measure their progress against their pathway and this is reported as above, on or below expected progress.

For some subjects, such as PE, Performing Arts and Art/DT, a considerable part of the curriculum in years 7-9 is teaching and embedding practical skills across a range of activities or areas. Because a student’s minimum expected grade is set using academic levels, this can sometimes lead to students being assessed as being below expected progress against their pathways in years 7 – 9. As students move into GCSE classes in Year 10, where these subjects include a larger academic element, then progress is accelerated and students can be expected to move in line with their pathway.

If you have any queries regarding your child’s report, please contact their form tutor.

