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WelcomeTo Teach and Inspire; to Reach and Transform. 
Every Student. Every Year.

Brannel is a thriving, caring school with huge expectations. 
We offer high levels of academic study combined with a 
broad range of extra-curricular and enrichment opportunity. 
Our teachers are passionate about their subjects, generating 
enthusiasm and enquiry in young minds. We aim to nurture 
in our students a joy in learning that will last a lifetime.

Our £17m school building opened in 2011. It is one of 
only a handful of schools in Cornwall to be completely 
redesigned and rebuilt as part of the Building Schools for the 
Future agenda. Our aim is to use our inspirational building 
and modern teaching and learning facilities to provide 
a 21st century, world class education for our students. 

At Brannel we understand that education is about so much 
more than an excellent set of exam results, as important as 
these are. Brannel is a place characterised by constructive, 
open and trusting relationships. Relationships amongst pupils 
within and across year groups are warm and friendly. Our 
talented and dedicated teachers know each student as an 
individual and accompany them on each leg of their journey. 

At Brannel we nurture confident, tolerant and enthusiastic 
young people who enjoy working with others and 
are ready to influence the world. Brannel students 
leave school with the best gift a young man or woman 
can have – confidence in being just who they are.

“The ‘Brannel family atmosphere’ is unique about our school. When you
become part of this you are supported and challenged in equal measure.

You are inspired to aspire to be the best you can possibly be.” - Teacher
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Investigate: to examine, study, or inquire into systematically 
Brannel’s Science, Mathematics and ICT departments are housed in our Investigate Wing

Science is about asking ‘what would happen if…?’ It sparks 
curiosity and encourages young people to consider the world 
around us and how it works. Science is also much more than 
a body of knowledge. It is a way of thinking. We understand 
that higher student achievement requires excellent teachers 
who are trained in teaching strategies that promote active, 
inquiry-based learning. An understanding of curriculum 
content is not enough; our teachers encourage students to 
be curious, to trust reason, logic and their common sense. 

We all use Maths - in the supermarket, designing a DIY project, 
planning a holiday. However, Mathematics involves more 
than computation and arithmetic. It is a science and an art; a 

study of pattern and structure, characterised by order and 
internal consistency. Mathematics can be used to model and 
solve problems arising from the physical world - an abstract 
mathematical problem, for example, laid the foundations 
for the advent of the modern computer. We aim to enrich 
our students’ experience of Mathematics and stretch the 
most able through depth rather than by accelerating them.

Our ICT department is focused on digital literacy, which is the 
ability to locate, organise, evaluate, and analyse information 
using digital technology. Our students gain a knowledge of 
current high-technology, and an understanding of how it 
can be used to support research and investigative skills.  

Investigate
“Brannel students are excited to come to class to 
investigate problems, to find solutions. Our students 
want to do well. They take pride in their work and see the 
applications of their studies all around them.” – Teacher

‘Supposing is good, but finding out is better.’ - Mark Twain
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“I love acting. For me it’s just really something I do 
to create another reality. I can be whoever I want 
and I get to express my opinions and have a sense 
of relief when I’m upset or angry about something. 
It creates the possibility that anything is possible… 
that is really how it is for me.” - Student

Express: to convey a thought or feeling in words or by gestures and conduct 
Brannel’s English, Drama and Music departments are housed in our Express Wing

The teaching of English is at the very heart of what we do.  
Through its study we encourage students to communicate 
effectively and with curiosity, and to enjoy reading. We study 
English because it is fascinating, fun and important. Learning 
how to read, write and speak is essential to every child’s 
personal growth; it ensures that the leaner can access the wider 
curriculum and benefit from the opportunities in school and it 
enables the individual to take a meaningful place in society.

Studying Drama requires emotional maturity, and gives 
students a deep understanding of themselves. Because it 
involves using not only their voices and bodies, but also

emotions and creativity, it is able to engender a deep 
sense of self-esteem. It is also a subject that requires a 
great deal of peer trust, and so it plays an important role 
in teaching communication, listening and empathy skills. 

Music is proven to have a significant impact on learning 
and socialisation. Studies show clear links between 
sustained involvement in music and theatre, and academic 
success. Successfully learning to play a musical instrument 
boosts self-confidence and provides a new outlet for 
expression. Music helps young people explore emotions, 
which in turn helps them better understand who they are.

Express

‘Be yourself ‐ not your idea of what you think somebody else’s idea of yourself should be.’ - Henry David Thoreau



CR
EA

TE
: A

rt
 •

 D
es

ig
n 

• 
Te

ch
no

lo
gy

 
w

w
w

.b
ra

nn
el

.c
om

06 07“All three of my children have attended Brannel 
School and they have all achieved to the best of their 
ability. Brannel has given my children a varied learning 
experience. Their teachers have supported them to 
grow into responsible young adults. I could not have 
asked for a better learning environment.” – Parent

Create: to cause something to come into being; to evolve from thought or imagination
Brannel’s Art, Design and Technology departments are housed in our Create Wing

Our students explore a range of creative disciplines 
such as Product Design, Electronics, Food Technology, 
Art, Graphics, Creative Textiles, Ceramics, Sculpture 
and Photography. Students are encouraged to develop 
confidence, competence, imagination and creativity; 
to reflect critically on their own and other people’s 
work, judging quality, value and meaning. They learn 
to think and act as artists, craftspeople and designers.

Through exploration of techniques and processes, students 
are encouraged to work independently to seek and 
discover personal interpretation and artistic preference.

Our aim is to ensure that students are not only literate 
in words and numbers when they leave school, but also 
literate in the complex language of visual communication. 

We believe that Art, Design and Technology helps our 
students to become problem solvers through practical tasks, 
using creativity and imagination. It is an area which enables 
students to make sense of appliances and processes in 
their environment, primarily through first-hand experience 
and exploration. It extends their curiosity as to how and 
why things work by providing opportunities to apply 
and develop skills of planning, designing and making.

Create

‘It is better to create than to learn. Creating is the essence of life.’ - Julius Caesar
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Learning a Modern Foreign Language enables our students to 
gain an appreciation for different cultures and prepares them 

for the challenges of work in a global community. We work with 
our partner schools in France and Spain - IES La Senda in Madrid, 

Spain and Lycée François Villon in Beaugency, France – to offer 
first-hand practical language learning experiences. 

Discover: to gain sight or knowledge of something previously unseen or unknown
Brannel’s Humanities and Languages departments are housed in our Discover Wing

In our Discover Wing, students are exposed to the historical, 
philosophical, cultural and technical through a study of History, 
Geography, Religious and Philosophical Studies, Media Studies, 
French and Spanish. Our Curriculum Enhancement programme 
offers Citizenship, Personal, Social, Health and Economic education.

Why do we believe that a study of the Humanities is essential? 
We live in a world increasingly dominated by Science; Science 
offers us facts, answers, truth and certainty. However, it is 
precisely because Science is so powerful that we need the 
Humanities. The Humanities present us with uncertainty,

doubt and scepticism; they are less about answers and more 
about questions. What is truth? How do we know something is 
true? Or rather, why do we believe certain things are true and 
other things are not? How do we decide whether something is 
wrong or right to do, for us personally or for society as a whole? 

If Science in the 21st century has replaced religion as our main 
source of answers to these questions; the Humanities keep us from 
being trapped by our own desire for certainty. Our students are 
encouraged to question the nature of reality: about what we are; 
about the purpose of life; about what we can be and should be.

Discover

‘The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing.’ – Socrates
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“He is a role model to people of all ages and abilities and has shown 
us that with effort, commitment, and the support of family, dreams 
can - and do - come true.” - Student

In 2011, Jonathan Fox, Paralympic Gold medallist and ex-Brannel student, 
returned to open our Sports Hub named in his honour.

Believe: to have confidence in the truth of something, especially without proof
Brannel’s Physical Education department is based in our purpose-built PE Hub

We believe that sport can have a transformative effect 
on young people and that every student deserves the 
opportunity to have their sporting passion nurtured. A 
recent Ofsted report (Competitive Sport in Schools) finds 
that ‘academic achievement and quality of leadership are 
generally higher in schools where competitive sport is thriving’. 

At Brannel, our commitment to sporting excellence 
reflects our culture of high expectations and 
achievement across the school as a whole. Our success 
is underpinned by investment in excellent facilities and 
effective coaching staff. Our PE staff lead by example - 

they focus on motivating and coaching students to develop 
sporting skills, to make and apply decisions, to develop 
physical and mental resilience and leadership qualities, and 
to make informed choices about healthy and active lifestyles. 

It is well recognised that if you want to raise truly well-balanced 
young people, physical education needs to be a part of their daily 
lives. Our aim is to provide the opportunity for our students to 
develop into well-rounded, resilient individuals who are willing to 
go the extra mile in order to reach their full potential. We believe 
that Gold medals are not really made of gold; they are made 
of sweat, determination, and a hard-to-find alloy called guts!

Believe

‘To be a champ you have to believe in yourself when no one else will.’ - Sugar Ray Robinson
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“We are extremely impressed with Brannel and  
their sensitivity to our son’s individual difficulties.  
His new-found enjoyment of school is certainly down  
to the team’s awareness of his needs.” - Parents

Imagine: to form a picture or idea in your mind of something that is not real or present
Brannel’s Imagine Wing is a nurturing environment for our students who have special needs

Our Imagine Wing is a purpose-built, well-resourced and 
colourful space. It houses our mainstream Learning Support 
classroom for children who have Special Educational Needs, and 
our Area Resource Base (ARB) which caters for up to 12 students 
with complex and multiple learning needs or disabilities. 

The ARB is fully wheelchair accessible and comprises two 
large teaching classroom spaces, a life skills kitchen and 
eating area, a therapy room and a sensory room. The 
classrooms open onto an enclosed outside play area with 
a sensory garden and raised planting beds for gardening. 

Our ARB curriculum is designed to stimulate a love for learning 
and a passion for ‘finding out’. We offer a broad and balanced 
curriculum that is tailored to meet the needs of individual 
students. Mainstream curriculum opportunities are offered 
for those who are able to access particular academic areas 
or who are ready to experience mainstream environments. 
All our students are encouraged to join in the social life of 
the school. Within the ARB we encourage our students to be 
as independent as possible whilst providing a safe, secure 
environment where each young person can feel confident 
to explore and develop their learning – and have fun! 

Imagine

‘Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never were, but without it we go nowhere.’ - Carl Sagan
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‘Brannel has what it takes to turn your child into a young
adult ready for anything. Brannel staff are motivated,
approachable and gain respect from each student right from
the start; they offer all the inspiration needed for each child
to achieve their goal. My son has gained an internship with a
world-leading industrial minerals company which is
sponsoring his further studies to degree level. Without
Brannel’s help and recognition of his potential, he would
never have had this fantastic opportunity.’ - Parent

Enrich: to improve or enhance the quality or value of; to make more meaningful or more rewarding
Brannel is a community and not just a place in which learning occurs

In order to reach their full potential, young people need to 
have a positive approach to learning and school. Engaging 
positively in the full extra-curricular life of our school enables 
every one of our students to enjoy school, broaden their 
knowledge and build self-belief, be happy - and do well.

Our extensive extra-curricular offer includes opportunities to  
play sport, engage with the performing arts, develop business  
& enterprise skills, and make creative use of ICT. We are proud  
of our tradition of offering students a full programme of visits  
and field trips. These include Spanish and French exchanges,  
ski trips and involvement in the ISTA international youth theatre 
festivals programme. We work hard at developing strong 

and positive relationships with our local community. We 
are proud to open our facilities to local clubs, groups 
and individuals for sport-specific clubs, recreational use 
and family learning at all levels. Our annual summer 
and Christmas fairs, and programmes such as our 
Market Garden Allotment and Food for Life initiatives, 
bring members of the school and local community 
together to work in partnership towards shared goals. 

Above all, we believe that our school is a community and 
not just a place in which education occurs. We instil in 
our students a sense of place and belonging, a common 
vision and an understanding and appreciation of others. 

Enrich

‘The more you are blessed with experience, the more you are enriched in your craft.’ – Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
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Brannel School  Rectory Road  St.Austell   PL26 7RN
Telephone: 01726 822485  Email: enquiries@brannel.com  www.brannel.com

Prospectus designed by The Mustard Agency   www.themustardagency.com
Brannel School was entirely rebuilt in 2011; the award winning design is by HLM Architects, HLM Interior Design and HLM Landscape  www.hlmarchitects.com

BRANNEL


