Welcome to Brannel School

Community
Creativity
Excellence

School Map
Don’t forget to check out our YouTube channel and website for virtual tours of
each wing of the school.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9qyrJlaDejlgmdegDsO-Hw

Welcome to some of our staff

Head of Year 7:

Headteacher:

Miss Wherry

Mr Liles

kwherry@brannel.com

cliles@brannel.com

Deputy Headteacher

Deputy Headteacher

Year 7 Pastoral Support:

Mr Richards
nrichards@brannel.com
( Safeguarding Lead)

Mr Goodwin
mgoodwin@brannel.com
(Raising Standards)

Mrs Nash
jnash@brannel.com

Assistant Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Hocking

Mrs Blizzard

Ms Woodstock

(Transition Lead)

(Curriculum and Assessment)

(SENDCO)

lhocking@brannel.com

nrichards@brannel.com

wwoodstock@brannel.com

The School Day
Building open to students
Library open. Breakfast available until 08.45
Registration/ tutorial/ assembly
Lesson 1
Break
Lesson 2
Lesson 3
Lunch

Mon-Thu
08.00
08.15
08.55
09.15
10.30
10.50
12.10
13.25

Fri
08.00
08.15
08.55
09.05
10.10
10.30
11.40
12.45

Lesson 4
End of School Day

14.00
15.15

13.15
14.20

There are a large number of extra-curricular activities in which students can participate at
the end of the school day. All departments will add to a variety of activities to enhance
students’ time at Brannel School. Information about these will be available from Tutors.

The Year 7 Curriculum
Curriculum Vision
The role of a school is to prepare students to live and work in the modern, global society
with its ever-changing challenges and difficult choices. Our vision for Brannel is a world
class school where every student, through personalised learning and clear goals, will
stretch their boundaries and learn more than they thought possible.

Core Values
•
•
•
•
•

All students are different: we need to allow them to personalise their pace, depth and ways of
learning.
Students need challenging goals and to be held to clear requirements.
Education for life requires the knowledge, skills and a chance to develop a broad range of
personal skills.
Life is what you make it. Students need to understand that they have to invest in their futures
and develop a growth mindset.
An ethic of excellence should underpin everything we do.

Core Components
•
•
•

Personalised Learning Journey for each child: coaching, goal setting, learning strategies.
Bespoke Curriculum Design: subject design, theme projects, workshops, masterclasses, learning
portal.
Skills Development: organisation, independence, collaboration, goal setting, self motivation,
resilience, creativity.

An ‘Education for Life’
At Brannel School we prepare students to live and work in the modern, global society with
its ever-changing challenges and choices. An Education for Life gives students the ability
to see context and patterns, understand and interpret events, take decisions and make
choices. It is a driving force for a continual deepening and broadening of their
knowledge skills and understanding.

The Mastery Curriculum
At Brannel School, all students learn to become masters of their learning and of
themselves as learners. We know that our diligently planned and carefully sequenced
education across all aspects of school life gives every student the best possible life
chance for their future.
Our Mastery Curriculum is academically rigorous and is underpinned by the National
Curriculum as the fundamental entitlement of knowledge for every student, regardless of
ability, prior attainment, SEND or socio-economic background. Subject specialists have
designed the curriculum to ensure our students have equitable access to the

fundamental knowledge and skills to be the masters of their future success, both within
and beyond our community.
We are a learning community, where reading, literacy and numeracy are explicitly taught
in all curriculum areas, so that students can develop a love of literature, problem solving
and the power of stories. Our learning is coherent and explicitly explores the connections
and links between different subjects and experiences. These approaches focus on
progression by carefully sequencing knowledge and skills, providing clarity about what
getting better at a subject means, and encouraging our students to set goals for them to
master.

Year 7
The Year 7 curriculum is about exploring students’ strengths and establishing effective
learning habits, by becoming part of a thriving learning community, whilst developing the
core knowledge, skills and character they need to be successful and happy learners, and
Ready for Life.

Uniform
Our Uniform and Appearance Policy is intended to ensure that all students are treated
the same, regardless of social or economic background. Wearing a school uniform
signifies selfrespect, diligence, pride in the school and a pledge to learn. A smart and
distinctive school uniform also helps to reinforce the public perception that a school is
high-performing and aspirational.

At Brannel, we are proud of the smart appearance of our students and are very
appreciative of the support that parents have given in maintaining the standard of
uniform, which has become a feature of the school. We would ask that parents continue
to support our drive to improve standards.

Approved Supplier

Macron Store (Stud Sports), 8C St Columb Industrial Estate, Saint Columb Major.

Tel: 01637 881039

Website: http://macronstoresw.com/schools/

Please note that for 2021 transition, Year 7 students will not need to wear a tie
for the first day of term. In the first week, payment of £5 will need to be made
to the school via ParentPay (ParentPay account details will be sent out in
September). Students will then be issued with the correct colour tie for their
house.

Transition Videos
On our website and Youtube page, you will find the following videos that will
give you more information about transition and Brannel School:

•
•
•
•
•

Transition: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2RrIos_2Tc&t=5s
Year 7: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlQfljgvWgA&t=40s
Pastoral Support: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqZwVLD55bI
Raising Standards: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmH5HkkdfkA
SEN: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAVE0zNoCZ0

Any Questions?
On the following page is a list of frequently asked questions. If you still can’t
find the answer to a question that you have, you may want to refer to the
school website.
Alternatively, our main office deals with all our enquiries. Mrs Christine
Thomas is our Office Manager and along with her team will be able to
support you. Please email enquiries@brannel.com should you require
assistance. We would be delighted to hear from you.

Frequently asked questions moving from Year 6 to Year 7.
Q: Will I be with my friends?
A: We always put you in a tutor group with someone your Year 6 teacher says you work well with. You are likely
to be with people you know from your school in lessons, but these may not be your best friends.
Q: What equipment will I need?
A: You need blue, black, purple and red writing pens, a pencil, rubber and ruler, as well as a calculator for Maths.
Calculators can be purchased from the Maths department and stationery is available to buy in the library.
Q: What happens if I forget my PE kit?
A: You can borrow kit from the sports hub. At break or lunch, you can go to reception and call home to see if
someone can bring it in for you. You can get a locker from reception, for £5 per year, to keep coats and PE kits in.
Q: Is Brannel school strict on uniform?
A: Yes, we expect all students to be in correct full school uniform. If you do forget anything your tutor can give you
a uniform card for the day. In your first week, you will not need to wear a tie. You will pay for a school tie via
ParentPay in the first week then be given the correct house tie in your first assembly.
Q: The school is big, what happens if I get lost?
A: In September, there will be staff to meet and greet you and show you where to go. This is a very normal worry;
you will be given a tour. On our website there are 360-degree photos of each wing to help you find your way
around; each wing has a colour and a subject. The school is easy to get back to reception and all rooms have their
room number on. If you are unsure of where you are, ask someone to help you.
Q: How do I know about homework?
A: All homework is set through Satchel and Teams. Students will be shown how to use these programmes in IT
lessons. They can be downloaded as an app for quick checking. Parents can also download the parent version of
Satchel to keep an eye on what their child is being set. If you ever forget homework you need to see that teacher as
soon as possible and they will discuss with you.
Q: What if I’m/my child is upset at school?
A: They can talk to their tutor or teacher. Pastoral staff are available in the Discover wing and are happy to support
all children. We ask for children to see pastoral at break and lunchtimes where possible however, the pastoral team
are happy to see a child during lesson time if a child is distressed.
Q: What if another child is unkind to me/ my child?
A: Students should see their tutor, head of year or pastoral team. We will support the students to get this resolved
as fast as we can. It is important for pupils to talk to staff about any problems they might have.
Q: When will I find out about my transport to school?
A: Parents will receive a letter from County Transport that tells them where you will catch the bus from each day
and what time. Pupils will also be sent a bus pass with this information on it. These should be carried at all times.
Q: How do I pay for my food at school?
A: Hot food is available at break and lunchtimes. In the first week, there will be an early lunch for Year 7. By the end
of the first week you will be given a proximity card which is used to pay for food. Any purchases made before you
receive your card will be deducted from your account. Money can be loaded on this via ParentPay or at school.
There is a link to ParentPay on the school website. Free School Meals money will be added automatically.

